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“We ought to obey God rather than men.” –Acts 5:29 
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After Jesus died in our place and then came back to life, He was on this earth for 
almost six weeks. Some of that time He was with His disciples; and oh, how 
carefully they listened to every word He said! Then it was time for Him to go 
back to heaven. What promise had Jesus already given them? John 14:1-3. 

That wonderful promise that Jesus made to His disciples so long ago is for us 
just as much as it was for them. Jesus also promised that He would never leave 
His disciples, or us, all alone. Remember that when we choose to belong to 
Jesus, we are His disciples, too. John 14:18. 

Do you wonder how Jesus can be in heaven and also be with each of us at the 
same time? He does that through the Holy Spirit. How wonderful! Through the 
Holy Spirit, Jesus can be with us and help us all the time. John 14:26. 
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Of course, the Holy Spirit has always been in our world; but Jesus promised to 
send Him in a special, powerful way after He went back to heaven. Where did 
He tell the disciples to wait until the Holy Spirit came with the special power that 
they would need? Luke 24:49. 

On the day that Jesus knew He would leave our world and go back to heaven, 
He led His disciples out near the little village of Bethany. Bethany was on the 
Mount of Olives, close to Jerusalem. As Jesus raised His hands to bless His 
disciples, what happened? Luke 24:50, 51. 

Jesus was leaving them. The disciples watched as a cloud hid Him, then they 
couldn’t see Him anymore. But as they gazed up into the sky, two angels 
suddenly came and spoke to them. Angels had come to take Jesus to heaven, 
and He had sent two of them back to remind the disciples of His promise. Acts 

1:9-11.  
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As the disciples went back to Jerusalem, they talked about what He had told 
them to do and the wonderful promises He had made. They knew that even 
though they couldn’t see Him, Jesus would keep His promise to help them tell 
others about Him and His amazing plan to save us. Matthew 28:18-20. 

After Jesus went to heaven, the disciples still stayed in the upper room in 
Jerusalem. While they waited for the special power that Jesus had promised to 
send, they thought about the many times they had been selfish, jealous, and 
unkind to each other. They humbly asked Jesus and each other to forgive them. 
They wanted their hearts to be clean so the Holy Spirit could fill them with Jesus’ 
love and power. 

Then one day they suddenly heard a sound like a strong wind. Jesus was 
keeping His promise. Other people around them could tell that something 
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wonderful had happened. What was it? Acts 2:1-

6, 12, 13.  

Right away, Peter fearlessly told the crowd that God had sent His Holy Spirit to 
help them tell people about Jesus. As the crowd eagerly listened, the Holy Spirit 
helped Peter preach a powerful sermon. He boldly told them that they had 
crucified the Son of God. And as the Holy Spirit spoke to their hearts, they knew 
that what Peter was saying was true. How many people chose to believe on 
Jesus and be baptized because of Peter’s sermon that day? Acts 2:36-38, 41. 

That day was just the beginning of many things that happened after the Holy 
Spirit gave special power to the disciples. People were eager to become Jesus’ 
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followers; rich people shared with poor people; believers loved each other. They 
were not proud or jealous. They were like one big family. Acts 2:44-47. 

Satan was furious. The priests and rulers didn’t know what to do. They had tried 
to stop Jesus’ work by putting Him to death; but now more people than ever 
were choosing to believe in Him. Nothing was turning out like they had thought it 
would. 

very day the disciples went to the temple to teach and preach to the people 
about Jesus. As Peter and John were going through a temple gate at about 
three o’clock one afternoon, something wonderful happened. Acts 3:1-10. 

Everyone was amazed. But Peter and John soon saw that people thought they 
had the power to do such a wonderful miracle. At once, they told the crowd that 
the poor, lame man had not been healed because they had any special power. It 
was Jesus who had healed the man. Then they reminded the people that even 
though many of them didn’t realize it, they had killed God’s Son. Peter urged 
them to be sorry for having done such a terrible sin. Now Jesus was giving them 
a chance to repent of the terrible thing they had done. Acts 3:14-16, 19. 

While Peter was talking, some of the leaders came by and stopped them. And 
even though Peter and John were put in jail that night, how many people who 
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had listened to them became believers in Jesus? Acts 4:1-

4.  

The next day when the council members met again, they brought Peter and 
John in to be questioned. Maybe the two disciples thought about how those 
same people had treated Jesus just a few weeks before. And maybe Peter 
remembered swearing that he didn’t even know Jesus. How much he had 
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changed! The Holy Spirit had helped him change; and now Peter boldly 
answered the council. Acts 3:7-10, 12. 

The council members didn’t know what to do. They sent Peter and John out of 
the room so they could talk things over. They had to admit that a miracle had 
happened. Finally they told the two brave disciples not to teach about Jesus 
anymore. Did Peter and John promise to obey that order? Acts 3:15-21. 

Peter and John went back to the other believers and told them what had 
happened. Then they all had a prayer and praise meeting. Through the power of 
the Holy Spirit they were being brave and bold for Jesus. How did Jesus show 
that He was pleased about that? Acts 3:31. 

Satan could tell that Jesus was helping the disciples. He saw how bold they had 
become, and he saw how many people were choosing to believe in Jesus. Even 
many of the priests were becoming Jesus’ followers. Acts 6:7. 

When Jesus died and rose again, Satan knew that in the end, he himself would 
die. He knew that he had already lost the war, which he had started so long ago 
in heaven. And now he hated Jesus more than ever. He couldn’t tempt Jesus 
anymore, but he knew that he could still tempt and hurt the people in our world. 
He knew that would hurt Jesus, who loves us so much that He was willing to die 
for us. Also, Satan knows that everyone who obeys him will have to die along 
with him and his wicked angels. 

The council members who questioned Peter and John knew that the disciples 
didn’t have much education. Even so, they were able to tell about Jesus in a 
powerful way. They knew the prophecies about Jesus. They spoke the truth 
boldly like Jesus always did, but they were also respectful like Jesus always 
was. And even though the council threatened them, they bravely kept telling 
about Jesus. Acts 4:13, 31. 

Jesus gave His disciples power to do great miracles in His name, and they were 
healing many people. That made the high priest and other leaders angry. But 
when they tried to stop what was happening, how did Jesus help His 
disciples? Acts 5:16-32. 

At first, the council members didn’t know what to do about the miracles and 
teaching that Jesus was doing through the disciples. But when they heard what 
Peter and the others said, they were so angry they planned to kill them. Then 
one of the council members said that they should be careful about carrying out 
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their plan. What happened in the end? Acts 5:33-35, 38-

42.  

So many people were believing in Jesus, the disciples soon realized that they 
needed men to help take care of the new believers. The Holy Spirit helped them 
make a good plan, and seven men were chosen. They were called 
deacons. Acts 6:3-6. 

Stephen, one of those deacons, was a good preacher as well as a good helper. 
As he worked for Jesus, how did the Holy Spirit bless him? Acts 6:8. 

Stephen knew the Scriptures so well, his enemies couldn’t prove that there was 
anything wrong with what he was teaching people. But Jesus’ enemies were so 
determined to stop the work that he was doing, they even paid people to tell lies 
about him at the council. Acts 6:10-13. 
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When the high priest heard those lies, he asked Stephen, “Are these things 
true?” Instead of answering “Yes” or “No,” Stephen politely started tell a story 
that they loved to hear. The story started with Abraham, the man God used to 
start their nation, and whom all the Jews called their father. Acts 7:1-3. 

As Stephen stood before the council, his face was shining like that of an 
angel. Acts 6:15. 

Everyone listened quietly to his story until he said something they didn’t want to 
hear. What he said must have reminded them that Jesus had warned them that 
their beautiful temple would be destroyed some day. Acts 7:47, 48. 

Suddenly, the council members became very angry. They started shouting and 
yelling at Stephen. But even though he knew that they would kill him, he wasn’t 
afraid. He told the council that they were being like their ancestors, who killed 
the prophets that had warned them to stop sinning. 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Acts+7.1-3&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Acts+6.15&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Acts+7.47&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Acts+7.48&t=NKJV


What did Stephen see, and what did he say, just before those angry people 
killed him? Acts 7:51-

60.  

What did the council members do with their coats that day when they stoned 
Stephen for being loyal to Jesus? Acts 7:58. 

Saul believed that the terrible things the priests and other leaders said about 
Jesus were true. After Stephen died, when the leaders tried harder than ever to 
frighten and hurt the believers, Saul was one of their best helpers. Acts 8:1, 3. 
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Because of the terrible persecution, many of the believers left Jerusalem and 
went to other parts of the country. But wherever they went, Jesus went with 
them through the Holy Spirit. And as they preached, many more people learned 
about Jesus; and they chose to be loyal to Him, too. Of course that made Satan 
angry. And the leaders were angry, too, as they saw what was happening. 

Philip, one of the deacons, went to Samaria and preached the good news about 
Jesus in that city. The Holy Spirit did miracles through him by driving out evil 
spirits from people, and by healing many other diseases. So many people were 
believing because of Philip’s preaching, the disciples in Jerusalem sent Peter 
and John to help. Acts 8:5-8, 14. 

On their way back to Jerusalem, Peter and John preached in many other places 
in Samaria. Jesus was blessing the work of His faithful helpers. Acts 8:25. 

 

Remembering What My Bible Says . . . 

 How do you think the disciples felt as they walked back to Jerusalem without 

Jesus? Do you think they were happy that the angels had reminded them of 

Jesus’ promise to come back again? 

 Now, instead of arguing and quarreling with each other, the disciples asked Jesus 

and each other to forgive them. Does Jesus want us to be like the disciples, and 

love each other like they did? How do we show that we love each other? How 

many ways can you think of? 

 Did Jesus keep His promise to be with His disciples through the powerful Holy 

Spirit? Would it have been easy to let the people think that the power to heal the 

crippled man came from Peter and John? Why didn’t they let the people think 

that? 

 Satan was trying every way that he could to stop people from choosing to follow 

Jesus. But was Satan able to keep people from choosing? No. More and more 
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people were choosing to love, trust, and obey Jesus. Is Satan able to keep you 

from choosing to follow Jesus? 

 Did the council members know in their hearts that Stephen was telling the truth? 

Have you ever felt unhappy when your parents or teacher tried to help you admit 

that what you were saying or doing was wrong? Can Jesus help us change those 

feelings? 

 Because of the persecution, the believers were scattered to many different places. 

What do you think they did wherever they went? In the end, the persecution was 

a blessing, because now many more people heard about Jesus and believed in 

Him. 

My Committment 

The Holy Spirit was the most special gift that Jesus gave the believers. He would help 
them, now that Jesus was in heaven. And God has promised to give us the same gift, too, 
if we ask Him. Luke 11:13. Will you ask for that special gift right now? 
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My Bible First - QUIZ 24 - "Sharing Jesus’ 

Love with Others" 
Based on Acts 1-7 

 

 

Jesus promised that He would give us the gift of the _____   _____ to help all of us. (two 

words) 

1 point 
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Dit svar 

Where were the disciples to wait for this gift?* 

1 point 

Jerusalem 
Bethany 
Jericho 

Near which village was Jesus when He went to heaven? 

1 point 

Bethany 
Jerusalem 
Bethlehem 

 Just before He left for heaven, what did Jesus tell the disciples to do? (Read Matthew 

28:18-20)(multiple answers) 

1 point 

Got to all nations 
Baptize 
Teach traditions 
Teach others to obey 
Remember He would be with them 
Make disciples 
Build nice houses 

What did the disciples do while waiting in Jerusalem? 

1 point 

Prayed 
Asked those they had hurt to forgive them 
Asked Jesus to forgive their sins 
talked with the pharisees 
cast out demons from people 

About (a number) were baptized on the day that Jesus sent the Holy Spirit. (Acts 2:41) 

1 point 

 

Dit svar 

What did the beggar do on his way into the temple court after he had been healed? (Acts 

3:8) (multiple answer) 

1 point 



praised God 
ran and told his family 
walked 
leaped 
knelt down 

Can Jesus also change you and make you bold and brave for Him, like Peter and John 

were? 

1 point 

Yes 
No 

Satan knew that he had lost the war. Since he couldn't hurt Jesus anymore, he tempted 

and hurt ______ instead. 

1 point 

 

Dit svar 

When the disciples were put in jail, whipped and ordered not to preach about Jesus, what 

did they do? 

1 point 

kept teaching 
went into hiding 
rejoiced 

When Stephan was accused during his trial by the Sanhedrin, his face shone like an 

_____. 

1 point 

 

Dit svar 

______ was one of the most diligent persecutors of the Christians. 

1 point 

Stephan 
Simon 
Tiberius 
Saul 

Who was sent to help Philip in Samaria? 

1 point 

John 



Peter 
James 
Andrew 

Send 

 


