INTRODUCING THE REVELATION

The New Testament closes with the prophetic writing of the apostle John. God chose His faithful servant to pen the most exciting book in the Bible. The author reveals the exalted position of Jesus in directing the political and religious affairs on earth. Jesus is seen ministering in the heavenly sanctuary and yet has His feet  are firmly planted on earth. The destiny of the church is close to the heart of Jesus thus He walks throughout the length and breath of the church *Revelation 1:13.* Jesus empowers the church through an intimate connection with the stars or church leaders He holds in His right hand *Revelation 1:20.*

The message of Revelation is best understood by following the Sanctuary symbols that initiate the major themes in the vision. The obvious segments include:-
1. The Seven Churches - Introduced by Jesus walking in the Seven Golden-candsticks (menorah)  *Revelation 1:12.*

2. The Seven Seals - Introduced by Jesus our redeemer on the Throne or Table *Revelation 5:6.*

3  The Seven Trumpets - Introduced by Jesus answering the prayers of the saints on the Altar of Incense *Revelation 8:3.*

4. The Great Controversy or War - Introduced by the opening of The Ark in the Most Holy Place *Revelation 11:19.*

5  The Seven Plagues which afflict the wicked - Introduced by smoke filling the Most Holy Place thus closing the intercession of Jesus *Revelation 15:8.*

6  The Great Judgment - Introduced by the imprisonment of the Devil or Serpent *Revelation 20:2.*

7. The restoration of the earth to Edenic beauty and order - Introduced by the descent of the New Jerusalem *Revelation 21:2.*

The heavenly sanctuary gives the correct view of the position and work of Christ throughout the Christian dispensation. The Church is to prepare for His eminent return. 'Christ, our great High Priest, is “a minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man.” Hebrews 9:9, 23; 8:2. As in vision the apostle John was granted a view of the temple of God in heaven, he beheld there “seven lamps of fire burning before the throne.” He saw an angel “having a golden censer; and there was given unto him much incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all saints upon the golden altar which was before the throne.” Revelation 4:5; 8:3. Here the prophet was permitted to behold the first apartment of the sanctuary in heaven; and he saw there the “seven lamps of fire” and the “golden altar” represented by the golden candlestick and the altar of incense in the sanctuary on earth. Again, “the temple of God was opened” (Revelation 11:19), and he looked within the inner veil, upon the holy of holies. Here he beheld “the ark of His testament” (Revelation 11:19), represented by the sacred chest constructed by Moses to contain the law of God. – {PP 356.1}

The book of Revelation borrows from the same inspiration, symbols and literature through the 66 books from Genesis. 'In the Revelation all the books of the Bible meet and end. Here is the complement of the book of Daniel. One is a prophecy; the other a revelation. The book that was sealed is not the Revelation, but that portion of the prophecy of Daniel relating to the last days. The angel commanded, “But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end.” Daniel 12:4.' – {AA 585.1}

*PRAYER*

Our Father in Heaven, we thank you for the Revelation of Jesus Christ throughout Scripture and more fully in the last book of the Bible. Open our eyes so we can see the wonderful message you have penned for our instruction. Give us the gift of the Holy Spirit and the train of blessings that come with His presence in our lives. We pray in the name of Jesus.
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