*Revelation 13* 

 *THE MARK OF THE BEAST* 

 _The mark of the beast is one of the most important and serious subjects presented in the book of Revelation. It is also the most controversial subject with various non-biblical interpretations being given in recent years. Bank cards, bar codes, radio frequency devices, nanotechnology and even vaccines have been speculated by surface readers of scripture as the mark of the beast. The subject demands biblical wisdom and understanding *(Revelation 13:18).* Pray that God may give you wisdom and open your understanding as you read this article. Read *Revelation 13* in several Bible versions so you understand what God is saying._ 

1️⃣ The identity of the beast: -  *Revelation 13:1-2.*

✔️ Beasts in Bible prophecy refer to kingdoms or government bodies *(see Daniel 7:17-23).*

✔️ The sea represents many people *(see Revelation 17:15 & Isaiah 17:12).*

✔️ The 'ten horns' are mentioned ten times in prophecy and each time traceable to the ten divisions of the Roman Empire *(e.g Daniel 7:7;  7:20; and 7:24).*

✔️ John therefore saw a kingdom rise from a densely populated region of Europe. All identifying marks point to the Vatican.

** She assimilated the outlook of a leopard or Greek empire in Daniel 7. This points to Greek philosophy and wisdom *(see 1 Corinthians 1:22).*

✔️ Catholicism gains control of the world by controlling national and international educational curriculums.

** She stands on the feet of a bear or Medo-Persia in Daniel 7. 

✔️ Catholicism stands on her immutable papal decrees or bulls *(see Daniel 6:15).*

** The mouth is that of a lion or Babylon in Daniel 7. 

✔️ Idolatry such as worship through the rosary and images is a feature of Catholicism *(see Jeremiah 50:2).*

 _"In the sixth century the papacy had become firmly established. Its seat of power was fixed in the imperial city, and the bishop of Rome was declared to be the head over the entire church. Paganism had given place to the papacy. The dragon had given to the beast “his power, and his seat, and great authority.”_ *Revelation 13:2.* *[GC54.2]* 

2️⃣ Universal worship of the beast - *Revelation 13:3-4.*

✔️ French soldiers under General Berthier took Pope Pius prisoner and inflicted the deadly wound on 10 February 1798.

✔️ The deadly wound began healing on 11 February 1929 with the signing of the Lateran Treaty. 11 February is a National holiday in the Vatican commemorating the anniversary of the foundation of the Vatican City.

✔️ The dominance, fall and resurrection of the Vatican are historical facts confirming the accuracy of biblical prophecy.

3️⃣ The blasphemy of the beast - *Revelation 13:5-6.*

✔️ The blasphemy of the Papal system was prophesied by *Daniel 7:25.* 

✔️ Blasphemy is a key aspect in identifying the Papal system as the Antichrist *(1 John 2:18-22).* 

✔️ It is blasphemy for a human being to assume the title Father or Papa in religious matters *(see Matthew 23:9).* 

✔️ We sin against God when we disobey His law *(Psalms 51:4).* 

✔️ No human being has the right to pronounce punishment or forgiveness of another's sin problem *(see Luke 5:21).* 

✔️ It is blasphemous for a mortal to presume the titles of God *(see Leviticus 24:16 & John 10:33).*

✔️ The veneration of dead Mary and her involvement in mediatrix is an insult to the doctrine of the state of the dead *(Ecclesiastes 9:4-6)*. 

✔️ It is an attack on the temple of the living God and His holy angels *(Revelation 13:6).*

✔️ Blasphemous doctrines were universally taught in the Dark Ages during papal dominance. 

✔️ The period of 42 months (each month has 30 days) gives us 1260 days. 

✔️ This period of darkness is repeated 7 times in the bible - twice in Daniel *(7:25 and 12:7).* - five times in Revelation *(11:2;  11:3;  12:6;  12:14 & 13:5).*

4️⃣ The warfare of the beast -  *Revelation 13:7-10.*

✔️ Papacy will assume universal dominance and enforce her dogmas internationally.

✔️ The only safety is to have our names written in the Lamb's book of life.

✔️ Saints must learn to endure hardships *(2 Timothy 2:3)* or they will submit to the irresistible forces of error.

5️⃣ The rise of a lamb-like beast - *Revelation 13:11-12.*

✔️ This prophecy points to America who started as the defender of the weak and oppressed but ends up as a potent force of evil.

✔️ The lamb-like horns indicate youth, innocence, and gentleness, fitly representing the character of the United States when presented to the prophet as “coming up” in 1798. *[GC 441].* 

✔️ The USA is described as the 'land beast' as it came from a less populated area than the troubled waters of Europe.

6️⃣ Deception and force of the 2nd beast - *Revelation 13:13-15.*

✔️ The two beasts - Papacy and the USA are friends because the same dragon power drives both nations. 

✔️ The devil deceives *(Revelation 12:9)* and so does the 2nd beast *(Revelation 13:14).* 

✔️ The USA will increasingly use her power and influence to prop up the Papal state. 

✔️ The Papacy was formed by uniting political and religious forces, the USA will repeat this.

 _"In order for the United States to form an image of the beast, the religious power must also control the civil government that the authority of the state will also be employed by the church to accomplish her own ends."_ – *{GC 443.2}* 

7️⃣ The universal Mark of the Beast - *Revelation 13:16-18.*

✔️ Satan refused to acknowledge God as Creator and Commandment Giver in heaven. 

✔️ The mark of rebellion is traced in the beasts he has inspired. Sunday observance in contradiction to Sabbath distinguishes Catholic worship. 

✔️ Under various guises Catholicism is pushing for national and international Sunday Laws.

 _"Only by changing God’s law could the papacy exalt itself above God; whoever should understandingly keep the law as thus changed would be giving supreme honour to that power by which the change was made. Such an act of obedience to papal laws would be a mark of allegiance to the pope in the place of God." –_ *{GC 446.1}* 

✔️ Recent international movements have set up a framework where satanic rebellion and papal dogmas can be enforced. 

✔️ To date the actual mark of the beast is not yet given as the Sunday Laws have not been made mandatory *[see GC 449].*

✒️ 666 is related to the popery numerical value of its title *'vicarious filli dei'.* 

🛐 *PRAYER*

Our Father in Heaven, help us to understand the beast in Bible prophecy and give us wisdom to refuse his mark of authority.  We pray in the name of Jesus. Amen.
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