*Revelation 14*

*PROCLAIMING THE THREE ANGEL'S MESSAGE*

_Revelation 13 closed with a gloomy picture about the test before the saints. Two beasts - the Vatican and USA - combine forces under the supervision of Satan to persecute Sabbath keepers. Revelation 14 opens with revival of hope as a remnant escapes the wrath of satanic forces. We are then given three messages that God uses to prepare the remnant for the crisis. The 3 angles' messages prepare the world for harvest time. We are not going to see winged angels fly in the sky but movement of people sent with divine messages._

1️⃣. The song of the redeemed  -  *Revelation 14:1-3.*

The 144 000 are sealed between the opening of the 6th seal *6:12* and the 7th *8:1.* They have the Father's name in their foreheads confirming they are sealed. God's name was in the temple *(see 1 Kings 8:29)* specifically in the Holy Place, in the Ark of the Covenant *(Exodus 25:22).* 

✔️God wanted His children to carry His commandments in their foreheads *Deuteronomy 6:8.* The 4th commandment has God's name and identifies Him as the creator of the universe *(Exodus 20:8-11).* 

✔️The 7th Day Sabbath is a sign of allegiance to God that is especially opposed by Catholicism. 

✔️The redeemed keep God's law in the gloomy days of papal supremacy.

2️⃣. The character of the redeemed - *Revelation 14:4-5.*

The 144 000 have a character exactly the opposite of Satan. Satan living in the bliss of heaven developed a corrupt character. The 144 000 living in the corrupt environment of the last days on earth develop an untainted pure character. They are therefore worthy to enter heaven and become light bearers in the universe. ✔️Lucifer was a light bearer who became corrupt *(Isaiah 14:12)*.

The character of the 144 000 is within the reach of us all. 

_"Let us strive with all the power that God has given us to be among the hundred and forty-four thousand"_ – *{7BC 970.10}*

3️⃣. The 1st Angel's Message - *Revelation 14:6-7.*

The 1st Angel's Message is the judgment hour message linked to the Mighty Angel of Revelation 10. The message must be sounded to all ethnic groups because God loves all and wants to save all *(John 3:16).*

✔️To fear God is equivalent to keeping His Commandments *(Ecclesiastes 12: 13-14).*

✔️The call to true worship in the 1st Angel's Message is taken from the 4th Commandment. 'For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea and all that in them is and rested the seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed it.' *Exodus 20:11*

4️⃣. The 2nd Angel's Message - *Revelation 14:8.*

The word Babylon is 1st mentioned by this Angel in the book of Revelation. Babylon is later defined in the book as a mother of harlots *(17:5).* 

✔️The fall of Babylon is repeated presumably for the mother and her daughters too. 'Mother church' is a common expression for the Catholic faith. Her daughters are the churches who have perpetuated her errors such as Sunday sacredness. Babylon and her daughters refused William Miller's judgment hour message. They experienced a moral and spiritual fall.

✔️The call from Babylon is later repeated before the coming of Christ in *Revelation 18:1-8.* The majority of God's people are in Babylon and God appeals to them to come out *18:4* before the 7 plagues are poured out.

5️⃣. The 3rd Angel's Message - *Revelation 14:9-13.*

The Angel preaches the most solemn warning ever given to men by a loving God. The beast mentioned here is the Vatican government system in Revelation 13. 

✔️Her mark is her claim of authority to rewrite the Commandments of God so that Sunday the 1st day of the week becomes a sacred day. God warns that men who join in promoting these apostate teachings and persecuting innocent Sabbath keepers will be punished. The punishment will be eternal annihilation in fires of hell similar to those that destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah *(see Genesis 19:24;  2 Peter 2:6 and Jude 1:6).*

✔️The choice to follow God's unpopular Sabbath truth will be a hard one for some weak characters. We thus need the faith of Jesus who endured the cross and ignored the clamour of mockers *(Hebrews 12:2).*

✔️When faced with the death penalty from the beast we are to remember ... *"Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth. Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and their works do follow them"."* Revelation 14:13.

6️⃣. The harvest of the righteous  - *Revelation 14:14-16.*

After the preaching of the 3rd Angel's message the earth is ripe for harvest. The characters of the righteous are eternally fixed. They have chosen to die rather than disobey even an iota in God's word *(Matthew 5:18).* Jesus comes to rescue them from the fires of persecution ignited by the mark of the beast. 

✔️The 1st harvest is the coming of Christ when living saints are translated and dead saints resurrected from the grave *(see John 5:28-29 and 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17).*

7️⃣. The harvest of the wicked - *Revelation 14:17-20.*

The harvest of the wicked also happens at the Second Coming of Christ who is described as the victorious rider *Revelation 19:11-16.* ✔️The characters of the wicked and their destiny is fixed when Christ comes. 

✔️Jesus taught that all things that offend will be gathered by angels and cast into fire *(see Matthew 13:40-41).* Isaiah also prophesied on this terrible avoidable punishment of transgression *(Isaiah 63:3-4).*

*⚠️Today is the day to choose God, keep His commandments and avoid helł-fire.*

*🛐PRAYER*

Our Father in Heaven, we thank you for sending the warning about the mark of the beast. Help us to choose your mark and sign of obedience. Give us your Spirit so we appreciate spiritual choices and their consequences. We pray in the name of Jesus. Amen.
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