*Revelation 15*

*CLOSE OF PROBATION*

_Chapters 1 to 14  emphasises on historical prophecies, covering events that run the span of Christian history from the days of John to the coming of Christ. The prophecies were packaged in sets :-_

*▶️Seven Churches - Chapter 1-3*

*▶️Seven Seal - Chapter 4-7*

*▶️Seven Trumpets - Chapter 8-11*

*▶️The Great Controversy - Chapter 12-14.*

_The historical prophecies happened while the Sanctuary in heaven was functional. The ministration of Jesus meant that punishment of the wicked was mitigated with mercy and a call to repent._

_Chapter 15 to 22 contains eschatological prophecies with an emphasis on rapid end-time events. The heavenly sanctuary is closed *(Revelation 15:8).* Sinners enforcing the mark of the beast now meet the wrath of God in the Seven Plagues *Revelation 15:1.*_

_⚠️Reader it is scary to meet the wrath of God without the mediation of Christ. We must quickly repent and take the seal of God or we face annihilation *Luke 13:5.*_

1️⃣. Introducing the wrath of God -  *Revelation 15:1.*

✔️ The wrath of God is filled in the seven last plagues. The plagues will not fall on sinners while Jesus is interceding in the sanctuary.

2️⃣. Victory parade in heaven- *Revelation 15:2-4.*

✔️ Revelation 15 forms an interesting parallel with Exodus 15. Egyptians severely oppressed Israel and Pharaoh was called the great dragon *(Ezekiel 29:3).* Exodus 15 contains a magnificent victory parade on the shore of the Red Sea.  God miraculously destroyed Pharaoh, his army, chariots and horsemen *(see Exodus 14:17-18).* 

✔️Defenceless Sabbath keeping Israel were given victory against pursuing idolatrous Egyptians. The redeemed saints with the seal of God will be similarly rescued. 

✔️In Revelation 15 saints are seen on the sea of glass having got victory over the dragon, beast and mark of the beast *(15:2).* The saints sing the song of Moses and the Lamb *(compare Exodus 15:1 with Revelation 15:3).* 

✔️ Saints ascribe their victory to God who specialises in redeeming hopeless cases.

3️⃣. A view of the closing of the temple - *Revelation 15:5-8.*

✔️ Many theologians have used satanic skills to argue that there is no sanctuary in heaven. It is plainly recorded that John saw a temple and tabernacle in heaven *Revelation 15:5.* 

✔️The book of Revelation shows that the turn of events on earth are being controlled from this sanctuary.

✔️We should put faith in Scripture not in the deductive reasoning of men that includes Pastors (not teaching Bible truth) *[see GC  595 ].*

✔️Christ is ministering in the sanctuary in heaven - *Hebrews 8:1-2*.  _"When He leaves the sanctuary, darkness covers the inhabitants of the earth. In that fearful time the righteous must live in the sight of a holy God without an intercessor. The restraint which has been upon the wicked is removed, and Satan has entire control of the finally impenitent. God’s long-suffering has ended. The world has rejected His mercy, despised His love, and trampled upon His law. The wicked have passed the boundary of their probation; the Spirit of God, persistently resisted, has been at last withdrawn. Unsheltered by divine grace, they have no protection from the wicked one. Satan will then plunge the inhabitants of the earth into one great, final trouble. As the angels of God cease to hold in check the fierce winds of human passion, all the elements of strife will be let loose. The whole world will be involved in ruin more terrible than that which came upon Jerusalem of old."_ – *{GC 614.1}*

*🛐PRAYER*

Our Father in Heaven, we thank you for your mercies which are renewed every morning. Give us the gift of your Holy Spirit and lead us to repentance before you close us out of your kingdom. We pray in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.
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E. G. White – Revelation 15:

When God sends to men warnings so important that they are represented as proclaimed by holy angels flying in the midst of heaven, He requires every person endowed with reasoning powers to heed the message. The fearful judgments denounced against the worship of the beast and his image (Revelation 14:9-11), should lead all to a diligent study of the prophecies to learn what the mark of the beast is, and how they are to avoid receiving it. But the masses of the people turn away their ears from hearing the truth and are turned unto fables. The apostle Paul declared, looking down to the last days: “The time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine.” 2 Timothy 4:3. That time has fully come. The multitudes do not want Bible truth, because it interferes with the desires of the sinful, world-loving heart; and Satan supplies the deceptions which they love. GC 594.2

But God will have a people upon the earth to maintain the Bible, and the Bible only, as the standard of all doctrines and the basis of all reforms. The opinions of learned men, the deductions of science, the creeds or decisions of ecclesiastical councils, as numerous and discordant as are the churches which they represent, the voice of the majority—not one nor all of these should be regarded as evidence for or against any point of religious faith. Before accepting any doctrine or precept, we should demand a plain “Thus saith the Lord” in its support. GC 595.1

Satan is constantly endeavoring to attract attention to man in the place of God. He leads the people to look to bishops, to pastors, to professors of theology, as their guides, instead of searching the Scriptures to learn their duty for themselves. Then, by controlling the minds of these leaders, he can influence the multitudes according to his will.
Revelation Chapter 15
2, 3 (Exodus 15:1-19; Deuteronomy 31:30 to 32:44; Isaiah 26:2). The Final Song of Victory—What a song that will be when the ransomed of the Lord meet at the gate of the Holy City, which is thrown back on its glittering hinges and the nations that have kept His word—His commandments—enter into the city, the crown of the overcomer is placed upon their heads, and the golden harps are placed in their hands! All heaven is filled with rich music, and with songs of praise to the Lamb. Saved, everlastingly saved, in the kingdom of glory! To have a life that measures with the life of God—that is the reward (Manuscript 92, 1908). {7BC 982.2}
