*SUMMARY OF REVELATION 16*

I invite you to another prayerful study of God's word.
Please read your Bible and quoted passages along this summary.
We are looking at a very serious passage of scripture. It is scary to meet the wrath of God without a mediator or intercessor in heaven.

*THE 7 LAST PLAGUES*

_Revelation 15 closed with the Temple of God filling with smoke. This was a signal that the grace period given to sinners was over. God’s wrath will now be poured on sinners who have received the mark of the beast *(Revelation 16:1-2).* God has no pleasure in the death or punishment of the wicked *Ezekiel 33:11.* The massive destruction and pain that will be suffered by the wicked is a strange act from a God of love *(Isaiah 28:21).* The wicked suffer for their own iniquity *(Psalms 94:23).* God sends them the punishment they have been inflicting on defenceless innocent victims *(Revelation 16:6).*_
“The plagues upon Egypt when God was about to deliver Israel were similar in character to those more terrible and extensive judgments which are to fall upon the world just before the final deliverance of God's people.” *{GC 627}*
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. 1st Plague – Loathsome sores  -  *Revelation 16:2.*
People with the mark of the beast can buy and sell freely while those without cannot *(Revelation 13:17).* The wicked have access to advanced medical provisions including the latest vaccines. The righteous on the other hand have the seal of God and suffer shortages of everything. God will send incurable sores on the wicked similar to those that came on the Egyptians *(Exodus 9:8-12).*
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. 2nd Plague – Sea is turned to blood - *Revelation 16:3.*
The oceans cover 71% of earth’s surface, contain 97% of earth’s water and make up 99% of the living space on the planet. When God turns oceans into blood, the ecosystems that support life on earth will be severely damaged. The planet will be severely affected. The magnitude of this effect is comparable to the flood *(see Genesis 6-7).*
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. 3rd Plague – Fresh water is turned into blood - *Revelation 16:4-7.*
Water is the basis of all life on earth. Photosynthesis in plants requires water. Animals require more water than they need food. Human communities often develop along water sources. When water turns into blood then there is a desperate cry among the wicked. God has promised the righteous fresh water *(Isaiah 33:16)* and food *(Isaiah 41:17-18).*  We must find shelter in God now!
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. 4th Plague – Massive solar storms - *Revelation 16:8-9.*
The sun has been the object of heathen worship from the days of Nimrod. Baal was a sun god that competed with true worship in the Old Testament *(see 1 Kings 18:21).* Sun worship gave birth to Sunday worship. Heathens love and reverence the sun. God will give the unconverted the sun they love and reverence. When Israel once repeatedly wanted meat, God gave them meat in excess *(see Numbers 11:19-20*).
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. 5th Plague – Seat of the Beast in darkness – *Revelation 16:10-11.*
The beast was defined as the Vatican in *Revelation 13:1-2.* It has been leading the armies persecuting the saints. In this plague, her light is turned into darkness and her wisdom into confusion. The blasphemy of their worship will not stop and they cannot be converted since the heavenly sanctuary is now shut. Egyptians spent 3 days in darkness while Israel was in light *(see Exodus 10:21-29).* While the world will be in darkness, the saints will enjoy light and fellowship with God.
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. 6th Plague- River Euphrates dries and prepares for Armageddon - *Revelation 16:12-16.*
The armies of the wicked marshal their forces under the leadership of demonic spirits. *The dragon* –  satanic worship, *the beast* – Vatican city and *the false prophets* – apostate Christian movements will join forces to annihilate the sealed saints. Satan is a wise deceptive general who has fought God on 3 fronts and now the divisions of his army are exposed. The destruction of the enemies of God is compared with that of Babylon *(Daniel 5)* when Cyrus invaded her from the east *(Isaiah 45:16).*
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. 7th Plague – It is done and Babylon is destroyed - *Revelation 16:17-20.*
The events described under this plague are associated with the Second Coming of Christ. The events are related to the opening of the 7th seal *(Revelation 8:1)* and the blowing of the 7th trumpet *(Revelation 11:15).* The judgment of Babylon in *Revelation 17* and its fall in *Revelation 18-19* are closely related to the 7th plague.
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The coming of Christ is a serious plague for the wicked. We must repent and choose Christ before it is too late.
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PRAYER*
Our Father in Heaven, we thank you for warning us of the impending destruction of those with the mark of the beast. Give us your Holy Spirit. Seal us and keep us safe from the impending disasters. We pray in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.
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