**SUMMARY OF REVELATION 17*

I invite you to another prayerful study of God's word.
If you have missed earlier posts..
Please get in touch.. its a series ..
You may want to revise earlier lessons...


*MOTHER BABYLON RIDES THE BEAST*

_In the 7th plague God promised to give Babylon the cup of His fierce wrath *(Revelation 16:19).* In Revelation 17 God now gives the identity of Babylon and a catalogue of her crimes. She is called a Mother *(Revelation 17:5)* meaning at this stage she has grown daughters. She is drunk with the blood of saints *(Revelation 17:6)* meaning the crimes have already been committed *(Revelation 13:7).* Revelation 17 exposes the religious (woman) and political (beast) components that combine to make Catholicism unique and different from other faiths or states._

[image: image1.png]


.    John invited to see the judgment of the harlot  -  *Revelation 17:1-2.*
_“In the seventeenth chapter of Revelation is foretold the destruction of all the churches who corrupt themselves by idolatrous devotion to the service of the papacy, those who have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.”_ *[7BC 983.3]*
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The angel giving the vision is identified with the 7 plagues confirming that the judgment of the harlot is an end-time event.

[image: image3.png]


.     Exposing the deceptive display of Mother Babylon - *Revelation 17:3-6.*
 The prophet, who had witnessed the birth of the beast *Revelation 13:1,* now he sees her judgment and punishment. The beast had amazing external beauty.
_“Thus is represented the papal power, which with all deceivableness of unrighteousness, by outside attraction and gorgeous display, deceives all nations promising them, as did Satan our first parents, all good to those who receive its mark and all harm to those who oppose its fallacies. The power which has the deepest inward corruption will make the greatest display and will clothe itself with the most elaborate signs of power. The Bible plainly declares that this covers a corrupt and deceiving wickedness.”_ *[7BC 983.4]*
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.    The mystery of the Beast - *Revelation 17:7-8.*
The behaviour of the beast is a mystery because the demonic power controlling it is deceptive. The beast has the same personality with Elymas who tried to combine witchcraft with Christianity *(Acts 13:6-10).*
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The appearance of the beast confused John on Patmos. The beast disappeared when it received the mortal wound in 1798 *(Revelation 13:3).*
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It was revived when it got its independence in the Lateran Treaty of 1929. It will regain lost glory and persecute saints again before Christ appears. The beast goes into perdition being destroyed by the brightness of Christ’s coming *(see 2 Thessalonians 2:8).*
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.    A call for wisdom and understanding - *Revelation 17:9-12.*
Prophetic symbols and interpretation require heavenly wisdom and understanding. Jesus asks that we read Daniel’s prophecy with understanding *(Matthew 24:15).*
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The mark of the beast will be hid from the careless foolish reader *Revelation 13:18.* A mind of Godly wisdom is required to identify the beast, the 7 mountains and the 8 kings of Babylon *Revelation 17:9.* We must daily gain wisdom and understanding of prophetic events *(Proverbs 4:5-7).*
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.    Confederacy of satanic forces  - *Revelation 17:13-14.*
_“In the warfare to be waged in the last days there will be united, in opposition to God’s people, all the corrupt powers that have apostatized from allegiance to the law of Jehovah. In this warfare the Sabbath of the fourth commandment will be the great point at issue for in the Sabbath commandment the great Lawgiver identifies Himself as the Creator of the heavens and the earth.”_ *[7BC 983.7]*
[image: image10.png]


Saints must not walk in the way of the wicked nor fear the confederacy of satanic forces *[Isaiah 8:11-15].* We must sanctify the Lord and fear God above everything around us.
God will give victory to the saints who are called and chosen for their faithfulness.
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.    The woman burnt with fire  - *Revelation 17:16-17.*
The punishment received by Babylon, burning in fire, is typical of that given to a priest’s daughter when she became a harlot *(Leviticus 21:9).*
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The confederacy of earthly nations that support Catholicism will play a leading role in her destruction in fire.
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.    The woman as a popular city - *Revelation 17:18.*
Babylon must not be sought among small nations in the remote corners of the globe. The angel clearly tells us Babylon is a great city involved in the management of the earth. In Babylon the devil finds a tool to penetrate the judgment halls of all affairs on earth. Moreover, Babylon is popular being supported by the majority on earth who are prophetically called a sea *(see Revelation 17:15 and Isaiah 17:12).*
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PRAYER*
Our Father in Heaven, we thank you for exposing Babylon and giving her a fit punishment. We pray that we may not share in her destruction. Help us not to crowd on the wide road leading to destruction. We pray in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.
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 Mr. Noel Chitate*
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