* *SUMMARY OF REVELATION 18*

I hope you are still enjoying the beautiful prophecies in the book of Revelation. If you have missed any of the previous lessons or summaries please get in touch.
Also check out the Scriptures quoted ..
It is the word of God that matters. ..


*SEVEN DIRGES FOR BABYLON*

_In the 7th plague God promised to give Babylon the cup of His fierce wrath *(Revelation 16:19).* In Revelation 17 the harlot was judged *(17:1)* and then burnt with fire *(17:16).* Revelation 18 now records 7 dirges (laments for the dead) for Babylon. We are immediately reminded of the book of Lamentation in the Old Testament.  Jeremiah sent warnings to Old Jerusalem which were not heeded. The book of Lamentations is one of the most organised book in the Bible with each chapter ending with 22 or 66 verses. Revelation 18 is also well structured. Three songs by citizens of earth are sandwiched between two opening songs and two closing songs by citizens of heaven. The inhabitants of earth thrice repeat at the close of their laments, that the judgment and desolation of Babylon will last one hour *(18:10;  18:17;  and  18:19).*_
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 The Loud Cry of the Mighty Angel  -  *Revelation 18:1-3.*
The loud cry is given just before the fall of Babylon.
_“The work of this angel comes in at the right time to join in the last great work of the third angel’s message as it swells to a loud cry. And the people of God are thus prepared to stand in the hour of temptation, which they are soon to meet. I saw a great light resting upon them, and they united to fearlessly proclaim the third angel’s message.”_  *{EW 277.1}*
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 God warned His children about the impending fall of Babylon *(see Isaiah 21:9).*
_"Now is the time to give out the loud cry. The loud cry will be resisted and we therefore need a large measure of The Holy Spirit or later rain_ *[GC 611].*
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  Final call to come out of Babylon - *Revelation 18:4-8.*
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 The fall of Babylon was first given in the 2nd Angel’s message *(Revelation 14:8)* in 1844.
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 Now is the time to repeat the 2nd message because there is a terrible falling away in the religious world.
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Men’s hearts are being hardened towards biblical truths.
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Doctrines of devils are now being confused with the word of God *(1 Timothy 4:1).*
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 God’s Sabbath is being trampled upon and the breach in God’s Law must be repaired *(Isaiah 58:12).*
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God’s people must be called from the state of confusion in many religious bodies. A call to come out of Old Babylon was given by prophets before it was destroyed by Cyrus *(see Isaiah 48:20; Jeremiah 50:8 & 51:6).*   
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 Kings of the earth lament Babylon - *Revelation 18:9-10.*
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 The destruction of Babylon is closely related to that of the city of Tyre.
Tyre was a popular trade centre whose leadership was controlled by satan *[see Ezekiel 28:12-19].*
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God destroyed Tyre in such a specular way that neighbouring kings trembled and cried at her calamities *[see Ezekiel 26:15-18].*
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 The lament for Babylon by the kings of the earth will exceed that of Tyre since at her destruction Babylon is bigger.
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 Merchants of the earth lament Babylon - *Revelation 18:11-17a.*
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 The lament of merchants of the earth is the biggest of the 7 songs. Babylon at her destruction controls major trade events on the planet.
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 Babylonian festivals like Christmas are major trade events. When the delicacies that have enriched the earth are suddenly stopped millions of tycoons will go bankrupt.
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Gold tops the list of 30 commodities sold in Babylon, and human beings – slaves – are at the bottom of the scale. The list paints a sad picture of materialism in the world. Although slave trade ended some years ago; racism, exploitation and modern slavery are getting worse by the day.
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To be on the safe side we must repent and avoid fighting the Creator. Jesus is coming very soon to end these social evils.
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 Shipmasters and sailors of the earth lament Babylon - *Revelation 18:17b-19.*
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 The wail comes from those who were in the transport business and controlled trade routes.
Sailors cried bitterly when demon possessed Tyre was destroyed *(Ezekiel 27:29-33)*
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 The song from heaven and saints  - *Revelation 18:20.*
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 The message of joy here is distinct from the wail of sailors in the previous section. The three songs of sinful dwellers, companions and benefactors of Babylon are ended. The music switches back to heavenly dwellers who confirm the sudden and conclusive destruction of Babylon.
[image: image23.png]


 When God gives Babylon the cup of His fierce vengeance, the saints who have long looked for redemption join the heavenly choir in songs of praise *(see Jeremiah 51:48).*
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Will we rejoice at the destruction of Babylon or moan the loss of our employment, pensions or other benefits of staying on this planet a little longer?
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 The demonstration and lament of the Mighty Angel - *Revelation 18:21-24.*
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 The mighty Angel repeats the enacted parable done by Seraiah after reading Jeremiah’s prophecy *(Jeremiah 51:61-62).*
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 The angel is eternally condemning the social life in Babylon which includes her music, craft, marriages, trade and pharmaceutical industry.
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The nations were deceived by Babylonian *SORCERY* (Greek word is pharmakea = implying medication and witchcraft) and failed to prepare for the second coming of Christ.
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PRAYER*
Our Father in Heaven, quickly give us your Holy Spirit so we can finish your mission and come home. Cause us to rejoice at the destruction of Babylon. We pray in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.
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