Elder Noel Chitate – 
Revelation 1

JESUS SENDS JOHN

Jesus personally appeared to John and commissioned him to write letters to the church. As we read the book we are communing with The Father *Revelation 1:4*, The Holy Spirit *Revelation 1:4* and Jesus Himself *Revelation 1:5-8.* Heavenly angels are also part of the line of communication *Revelation 1:1.* There is a special blessing pronounced on those who read, hear and practice the word of God. *Revelation 1:3.*

1. Introducing the Revelation -  *Revelation 1:1-3.*

The book came from God who sent it via Jesus then His Angel to John. We are God's servants if we readily listen to the contents of the book. 'Of Gabriel the Saviour speaks in the Revelation, saying that “He sent and signified it by His angel unto His servant John.” Revelation 1:1. And to John the angel declared, “I am a fellow servant with thee and with thy brethren the prophets” (Revelation 22:9). Wonderful thought—that the angel who stands next in honour to the Son of God is the one chosen to open the purposes of God to sinful men. – {DA 99.1}

2. Introducing the GODHEAD - *Revelation 1:4-8.*

The Father, The Holy Spirit and Jesus send personal greetings to those who are studying the book. John sends a more elaborate description of Jesus. Jesus became flesh and dwelt among us as one of us *John 1:14.* The blood of Jesus completely washes us from sin and elevates us to become part of the royal priesthood *1 Peter 2:9.* The eminent second coming of Jesus is the dominant prophecy contained in the book.

3. Introducing the author - *Revelation 1:9-10.*

John the beloved disciple *John 21:20* is the author of the book. He wrote the book about 95AD after many years of faithful service in the cause of Christ. He was persecuted and even banished on Patmos. Those who faithfully serve Christ will suffer similar devilish persecution *(2 Timothy 3:12)*. John remembered the Sabbath or Lord's day in-spite of his predicament *(see Isaiah 58:13-14 and Mark 2:28).*

4. Introducing the Church - *Revelation 1:11.*

The book is written to the 7 churches of Asia. The churches were on a postal route with Ephesus nearest the author and  Laodicea  furthest away. The 7 churches thus are prophetic of the Christian dispensation that opens with the zeal of the apostles and closes with the apostasy of the closing age. 'The names of the seven churches are symbolic of the church in different periods of the Christian Era. The number 7 indicates completeness, and is symbolic of the fact that the messages extend to the end of time, while the symbols used reveal the condition of the church at different periods in the history of the world.' – {AA 585.3}

5. Introducing the glorified Saviour - *Revelation 1:12-16.*

John adores and reverence Jesus. He gives a complete description of the Saviour from head to tore. John also noticed the majestic musical voice of Jesus. We should spend time looking and meditating on our Saviour's amazing attributes.

6. Worshiping the Saviour - *Revelation 1:17.*

John fell at the feet of the Saviour a position that implies worship *Acts 10:25.* Daniel had a similar experience in vision *Daniel 10:9.*

7. Commissioning of John - *Revelation 1:18-20.*

Jesus empowered his suppliant disciple and explained the mysteries of the vision seen so far. In Scripture God supplies the meaning of every symbol used. There is no room for guesswork or private interpretations *2 Peter 1:20.*

*PRAYER*

Our Father in Heaven, we thank you for the giving us Jesus Christ. Give us the gift of the Holy Spirit as we study the wonderful visions of our loving redeemer and saviour. Give us the correct meaning of each symbol you have used. We pray in the name of Jesus. Amen.
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