SUMMARY OF REVELATION 2*

I encourage you to read the Chapter in your own Bible...

 _*LETTERS TO 4 of the 7 CHURCHES*_ 

▶️ Revelation 2 gives a prophetic view of the church from the time of the apostles to the dark ages.

✔️The church travelled on a path that led from purity, to intense persecution which forced them to compromise some of her principles. The gates of hell tried to engulf the church in total darkness but failed. The faithful kept the light of the gospel going.

✔️ Jesus knew the challenges they would face and prescribed the solution at every stage. 

ℹ️ _Just like he knew the challenges of the Church then He knows our challenges even today._ 

✔️ The Holy Spirit gently appeals to the churches and promises full restoration and empowerment of overcomers.

1️⃣. Letter to desirable Ephesus -  *Revelation 2:1-7.*

✔️ The Christianize dispensation opened with a generation that was sincerely dedicated to the gospel mission. Hard-working Ephesians tested the false apostles in their era and exposed them *2 Corinthians 11:13.*

 'But after a time the zeal of the believers began to wane, and their love for God and for one another grew less. Coldness crept into the church. Some forgot the wonderful manner in which they had received the truth. One by one the old standard-bearers fell at their post.' *– {AA 580.1}* 

✔️ Jesus calls the faithful to reflect on the change in their spirituality, repent and return to former zeal. The overcomer is promised access to the tree of life which was lost by Adam *Genesis 3:22-24.*

2️⃣. Letter to persecuted Smyrna- *Revelation 2:8-11.*

✔️ Smyrna was crushed by the heavy hand of opposition and yet managed to produce the sweet Christian aroma. Jesus knew the extent of persecution and encouraged the Church with His example of uncompromising faithfulness. Adam's sin brought the curse of death *(Romans 5:12)* but victory over sin results in freedom from the sting of death *(Revelation 2:11).*

3️⃣. Letter to compromised Pergamum - *Revelation 2:12-17.*

✔️ When the devil realised that open persecution made Christianity attractive, he changed tactics. Prominent political figures like Constantine had a nominal conversion. The wolves put on sheepskins, joined the church and began to attack Christian values and doctrines from the inside - *Matthew 7:15.* 

✔️ Pagan worship days were given a Christian outlook and a great confusion of faith was the result. Jesus drew lessons from what happened when treacherous Balaam joined forces with Balak to pollute Israel *(Revelation 2:14 & Numbers 31:16).* 

** The remedy to compromise is to hold high the double edged sword of the spirit *(Revelation 2:12 & Hebrews 4:12).*

4️⃣. Letter to patient Thyatira - *Revelation 2:18-29.*

✔️ The period of compromise was followed by centuries of darkness. Jesus wrote Thyatira the longest of the 7 letters. 

✔️ The church enduring the darkness of Papal supremacy was illuminated by the searching eyes of The Son of God *Revelation 2:18.* 

✔️ The church was patient and the darkness was punctuated by the arrival of the morning star *(Revelation 2:28).* 

✔️ In the fourteenth century arose in England the “morning star of the Reformation.” 

✔️ John Wycliffe was the herald of reform, not for England alone, but for all Christendom. He was the progenitor of the Puritans; his era was an oasis in the desert. – {SR 336.2}

🛐 *PRAYER* 

Our Father in Heaven, we thank you for giving us the Revelation of Jesus Christ. Give us the gift of the Holy Spirit as we study the wonderful visions of our loving redeemer and saviour. Help us to believe your diagnosis of our spiritual maladies and take your prescription. Amen.
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