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*Revelation 3*

*LETTERS TO 3 of the 7 Churches*

_Revelation 3 continues with the message sent to the 7 churches. The dark ages of Thyatira gave way to the era of reformers in Sardis. The long night had ended but the sleepy church did not quickly wake up. The church reached her zenith in Philadelphia but the good times did not last. Apostate Nicolatians who had been excommunicated in the days of Ephesus *(Revelation 2:6)* now flood the Laodicean period. Christ's judgment comes when the majority of the church are lukewarm - with partial commitment to Christ. The Holy Spirit pleads to the last generation to forsake earthly fame and focus energies on the heavenly throne._

 . Letter to sleepy Sardis -  *Revelation 3:1-6.*

A small remnant survived the darkness of Thyatira and took up the work of reform. The majority took up the name of Christ but not His character. Many errors such as infant baptism, pagan feast days and rites forced into the church in Thyatira were not removed when freedom came. 

 The majority enjoyed the dead stupor of past ages. Jesus promises to retain the names of the faithful in the book of life *Revelation 3:5.*

 . Letter to mission focused Philadelphia  - *Revelation 3:7-13.*

Philadelphia is characterised by genuine love for the lost. Jesus opened the door for missionary activity and alert Philadelphians moved to occupy the room created. Jesus had not words of rebuke for His friends. He promised to make the faithful overcomers pillars in His temple. 

 Jesus spared Philadelphia from facing the universal hour of temptation coming in the days of Laodicea *(Revelation 3:10).*

 . Letter to treacherous Laodicea  - *Revelation 3:14-22.*

Laodicea is the last letter and is applicable to our current pitiful condition *(MS 51, 1901).* The church claims to be married to Christ but in reality they are compromised - mixing the gospel of Christ with worldly agendas. 

 The Church is rich having access to large sums of money and other resources but in reality they are spiritually very poor. Jesus fails to identify items of commendation but rather gives Laodiceans a compassionate call to repent. 

 The Holy Spirit reserves the best promise ever given - a share in the heavenly throne - to those who will overcome the degradation of Laodicea.

* PRAYER*

Our Father in Heaven, we thank you for giving us the Revelation of Jesus Christ. Give us the gift of the Holy Spirit as we study the wonderful visions of our loving redeemer and saviour. Help us to believe your diagnosis of our spiritual maladies and take your prescription. Amen.
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