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 English Series 2,  # 1169

 *Revelation 4* 

 _The visions in most prophetic books came on various dates *(e.g Daniel 7:1 and 8:1)* but only one date is supplied for the visions in Revelation *(1:10).* John is taken by The Holy Spirit into heaven there to view the majestic throne which presides over all the affairs of the universe. When demons and despotic politicians oppress and frustrate Christians they are to appeal to this Throne of Grace *(Hebrews 4:16).*_ 
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 John is invited into the Throne Room:- *Revelation 4:1.*

The invitation to 'come and see things in heaven' is closely linked with the invitation to 'come and see' the opening of seals on earth - *(see Revelation 6:1;  6:3; 6:5; and 6:7).* The hand that opens heaven has authority to open developments on earth.
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 John was in the Spirit - *Revelation 4:2.*

John was taken by the Holy Spirit just as he was given a view of the seven Churches *Revelation 1:10.* Similarly Revelation 4 and 5 serve an introductory function to the opening of seven seals.
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 Revelation of the Father on the Throne - *Revelation 4:3.*

John gives a description of The Father and His throne which is very similar to that of *Ezekiel 1:26-28.* The Jasper, Sardius and Emerald on the throne reminds us of the High Priest's majestic breastplate *Exodus 28:15-21.* New Jerusalem will similarly reflect the glory of the Father *(Revelation 21:18-20).* The Father loves us - *(John 16:27)* - and encourages us to always approach His Throne.
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 Revelation of the 24 Elders - *Revelation 4:4.*

The term Elder - _presbuteros_ in Greek - usually refers to Church leaders *(see Acts 20:17).* Here they are seen with crowns - _stefanos_ in Greek - or prizes of victory after a public contest. 

They will humbly cast these to the ground ascribing the victory to God *(Revelation 4:10).* 

They play priestly roles for the saints participating in heavenly worship *(Revelation 5:8).* 

The Biblical setting suggest they are of earthly origin taken to heaven after the resurrection of Christ *(see Matthew 27:51-53 & Ephesians 4:8).*
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 Revelation of the seven Spirits of God- *Revelation 4:5.*

The Holy Spirit is intimately connected with the presence of God and illuminates His throne. The seven Spirits sent a personal 'grace and peace' salutation at the commissioning of John *(see Revelation 1:4).* If we are divorced from the mystical presence of the Holy Spirit, we are not connected to God or Christ - *Romans 8:9.*
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 Revelation of the Four Beast - *Revelation 4:6-8.*

John sees the awesome four living creatures who then join in the drama of opening the seven seals *(Revelation 6:1).* 

The praise song of the four is reminiscent of the vision of *Isaiah 6:2-3.* "The seraphim before the throne are so filled with reverential awe in beholding the glory of God that they do not for an instant look upon themselves with self-complacency, or in admiration of themselves or one another. 

Their praise and glory are for the Lord of Hosts, who is high and lifted up, and the glory of whose train fills the temple. As they see the future, when the whole earth shall be filled with His glory, the triumphant song of praise is echoed from one to another in melodious chant, “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of Hosts.” They are fully satisfied to glorify God; and in His presence, beneath His smile of approbation, they wish for nothing more. In bearing His image, in doing His service and worshiping Him, their highest ambition is fully reached" .. *(The Review and Herald, December 22, 1896).* 
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 Revelation of true and pure worship - *Revelation 4:9-11.*

Heavenly worshippers ascribes glory, honour and praise to the Father for His role in creating everything. The next chapter (5) will highlight the theme of redemption and ascribe it The Lamb of God.
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 Do we glorify, honour and praise God for all He has done, does and will do in our lives?
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 *PRAYER* 

Our Father in Heaven, we thank you for revealing your throne to John and us too. We look forward to the day when we will see you in person and fellowship with the family above. Guide us daily by the presence of your Holy Spirit in us. We pray in the name of Jesus Christ our friend and redeemer. Amen.
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