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 English Series 2, #1170

 *Revelation 5* 

 *WORSHIPPING THE LAMB OF GOD* 

 _Whereas chapter 4 focused on the Father's throne, chapter 5 highlights the universal accolades ascribed to Christ for His role in redemption. Jesus is called the Lamb 4 times in the chapter - altogether 29 times in the book of Revelation. The lamb was the principal sacrificial animal and pointed to Christ's role in redeeming saints_ *(1 Peter 1:18-19).*
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 The sealed book in the Father's hand -  *Revelation 5:1.*

The sealed book in the Father's hand reminds us of Jewish land deals. When selling land a scroll was sealed before competent witnesses. The transaction was reviewed when it was time to redeem the land *(see Jeremiah 32:6-11).* The Father's land deal is extensive and encompass the whole earth and her political and religious destiny *(see 20MR 197.4).*
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 Universal challenge to open the 7 seals - *Revelation 5:2-3.*

The call by the strong angel for a competent person to open the book is equivalent to a search for a kinsman redeemer *(see Ruth 4:6).*
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 John's pitiful lamentation  - *Revelation 5:4-5.*

John wept because without a kinsman redeemer earth would remain sold to the prince of this world *(John 12:31).* 

We should shed tears of desperation at the thought of remaining any moment longer under demonic powers. 

God has plans to redeem His saints and we must patiently wait for Him. 

The experienced elder points pitiful John to the Jesus the Lion of Judah *(Genesis 49:9-10)* also called the Root of David *(Isaiah 11:1).* #Do we point others to Christ our redeemer?

[image: image6.png]


 The Lamb takes up His position - *Revelation 5:6-7.*

John refocuses on the throne and in amazement sees the Lamb of God fitting perfectly into its structures and function. The death of Christ on the cross is His power base *(Habakkuk 3:4).* Jesus is the Lamb of God in the plan of redemption *(John 1:29.)*
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 The Lamb receive worship from the 24 Elders - *Revelation 5:8-10.*

The homage of the Lamb starts with the 24 Elders. The 24 Elders each conducts the prayers of the saints as would be expected of Old Testament priests *(Hebrews 5:1-3).* The sacrifice of Christ starts with the inhabitants of the earth because this is where the blood was shed. The blood of Christ washes away sin and elevates the recipients to royal priesthood *(see Revelation 1:5-6 & 1 Peter 2:9-10).*
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 The Lamb receives worship from Angels - *Revelation 5:11-12.*

The wave of praise and adoration is caught by an innumerable company of holy angels. Christ is thus glorified in heaven when He receives POWER, RICHES, WISDOM, STRENGTH, HONOUR, GLORY and BLESSING (the big 7).
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 The Lamb receives universal worship- *Revelation 5:13-14.*

The death of Christ on earth ignites the wave that spreads throughout the universe. 

"All the worlds behold in Him a living testimony to the malignity of sin, for in His divine form He bears the marks of the curse. He is in the midst of the throne as a Lamb that hath been slain. The redeemed will ever be vividly impressed with the hateful character of sin, as they behold Him who died for their transgressions. The preciousness of the Offering will be more fully realised as the blood-washed throng more fully comprehend how God has made a new and living way for the salvation of men, through the union of the human and the divine in Christ." – *{ST December 30, 1889 Par. 3}* 
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 *PRAYER*

Our Father in Heaven, we thank you for giving us Jesus Christ the pure Lamb. Give us the gift of your Holy Spirit so we can comprehend the significance of the Lamb. Move us so we can initiate and propagate homage of the Lamb of God. In Jesus name we pray. Amen.
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