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 English Series 2, #1171

 *Revelation 6* 

 *THE LAMB BREAK THE SEALS* 

 _Revelation 5 closed with unfinished business, the seals on the scroll or book in the Father's right were not opened. The Lamb of God took His position on the throne and received universal homage. Now The Lamb of God must open the seals to demonstrate His prowess. All of heaven - including the Four Living Creatures are at the command of Jesus as He breaks the 7 seals._ 
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 Opening the 1st Seal- Period of the white horse -  *Revelation 6:1-2.*
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Horses, bows and arrows were important instruments of warfare in Bible times. The proclamation of the gospel is warfare against forces of darkness. Christians are to put on the whole armour of God in warfare *(Ephesians 6:11-18).* 
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The armed victorious rider of the white horse is a fitting symbol of the effective apostolic church. They spread the gospel everywhere to the annoyance of paganism *(Acts 17:6).* 
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The period of the 1st seal thus coincides with the period of the 1st church - Ephesus *(Revelation 2:1-7).* 

White represents purity *(Isaiah 1:18).* 
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Paul who was a champion of the apostolic church period said he had fought a good fight *(2 Timothy 4:7-8).*
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 Opening the 2nd Seal- Period of the red horse  - *Revelation 6:3-4.*
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The pure church of the apostolic age was followed by apostasy among her contentious elders *(Acts 20:29-30).*
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Pure doctrines were followed by adulterated inventions to entertain and patronise church members. "In their self-confidence and spiritual blindness they failed to discern that these sophistries would cause many to question the experiences of the past, and would thus lead to confusion and unbelief." – {AA 580.1}
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Moreover the church went through a period of intense persecution and blood shed in the period of Smyrna.
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 Opening the 3rd Seal- Period of the black horse - *Revelation 6:5-6.*
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Spiritual darkness, gross doctrinal errors, pagan feast days and pagan rites dominated the days of Pergamos. Thus the church lost her purity and pagan sermons took over her pulpits. 
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The church was supported by corrupt practices such as the sale of fake relics and payment of penance. The rider had scales in his hand confirming commerce *(Proverbs 20:23).* [image: image15.png]


The saving merits of Christ were available even in the Dark Ages hence the oil and wine were spared.
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 Opening the 4th Seal-  Period of the pale (green) horse - *Revelation 6:6-8.*
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The pale greenish colour is associated with decomposing corpses hence Death and Hell are mentioned in this seal. 
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The church become repulsively dead in the period of Papal dominance - from 538AD.
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Meanwhile an innumerable number of protesters e.g. Waldenses were put to death by the authorities. Ruthless priests and friars condemned women, children and men in the inquisition. Innocent believers died on the rack, faggot, strappado, and in state controlled torture chambers.

 [image: image20.png]


The intelligent should review this history and learn how evil apostate religion can go for history usually repeats itself *(see Ecclesiastes 3:15).*
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 Opening the 5th Seal- Souls under the altar cry for vengeance  - *Revelation 6:9-11.*
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There was a brazen altar in the outer court of the sanctuary which received the blood of sacrificial animals *(Exodus 29:12).* 
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The cry of the souls is typical of victims of murder crying for justice before our universally present God. The cry of the souls is comparable to that of Able *(Genesis 4:10-11 & Hebrews 12:24).*
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God vindicated the victims of Papal persecution in the inquisition. Other saints will face a future persecution to fill the cup of iniquity *(Matthew 23:34-35).*
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 Opening the 6th Seal- A great earthquake, dark sun, bloody moon and falling stars-  *Revelation 6:12-17.*
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The opening of the 6th seal is associated with tokens of the second coming of Christ. 

i) The great earthquake met a spectacular fulfilment in Lisbon on 1 November 1755; 

ii) the dark day and bloody moon on 19 May 1780. 

iii) The star shower came on 13 November 1833.
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 The sequence of these warnings are repeated by Jesus and other prophets *(see Isaiah 13:10; Joel 2:31 & Matthew 24:29).*
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We eagerly wait to see the heavens parting to reveal Christ coming in glory *(Luke 9:26).*,
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 *PRAYER*

Our Father in Heaven, we thank you for giving us Christ who can unseal the future. Give us the gift of your Holy Spirit as we study these wonderful visions. Give us the correct meaning of each symbol you have used. Help us to realise our time on earth is almost gone. Amen.
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