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29 December 2021

 *Revelation 7* 

 *SEALING OF GOD'S SERVANTS* 

 _Revelation 6 closed with Jesus coming and the wicked facing the wrath of The Lamb. The wicked wondered who could stand the wrath of the Lamb *(Revelation 6:17).* Revelation 7 shows that the 144 000 sealed saints *(from all the tribes of Israel)*  can stand the wrath of God. Many wonder if this number is literal or symbolic? We should be patient and wait for God to answer some of the intricate details. The Bible teaches that God is not a racist and He is worshipped by people from all ethnic backgrounds *Acts 10:34-35.* Sin also is practiced by all races and hell will be populated by sinners from all races. In the New Testament Jesus emphasized on spiritual qualification above ethnicity *(see Matthew 8:11-12).* We should strive to have the spiritual qualities associated with 144 000 sealed saints *(see Revelation 14:3-5).*_ 
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 Four angels holding the winds on earth -  *Revelation 7:1.*
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 The four winds being held by the angels mean international strife, commotion and warfare *(see Jeremiah 49:36-37).* 
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 God's hand is thus restraining the nations from destructive warfare as He prepares His remnant people.
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 The angel with the seal of the Living God  - *Revelation 7:2-3.*

The events described here are very closely related to what happened before the destruction of Old Jerusalem in 600BC *(see Ezekiel 9:1-5).*
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God sets a mark, sign or seal on His servants *(Romans 4:11).* 
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The seal is given by The Holy Spirit *Ephesians 4:30.* 
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It is found in God's law *Isaiah 8:16.* 
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The Sabbath is repeatedly called God's sign of sanctification *(Exodus 31:13-17 & Ezekiel 20:12).* 
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The Sabbath identifies God as the giver of life and ruler of the universe *Exodus 20:8-11.* 
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Those who recognize the sovereignty  of God and His claims as a creator willingly keep His Sabbath.  
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"The Sabbath will be the great test of loyalty, for it is the point of truth especially controverted." *{GC 605.2}* .
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 The 144 000 from all tribes of Israel  - *Revelation 7:4-8.*
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Although the tribe of Dan and Ephraim are missing, scripture says the sealed are redeemed from *all the tribes of Israel.*
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 Hosea prophesied that the inclusive nature of God would include all nations into Israel *(see Hosea 1:10 & Romans 9:26.)* 

[image: image18.png]


 Isaiah links the observance of the Sabbath to inclusion of Gentiles into Israel *(see Isaiah 56:6-8.)*

 _When we are converted and observe God's Sabbath, we are qualified to be sealed with the 144 000 regardless of our ethnic backgrounds._ 

[image: image19.png]


 The praise of The Great Multitude - *Revelation 7:9-10.*
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 The great multitude is inclusive of all the saints in all ages that will join victory celebrations in heaven. The celebrations will mimic the feast of tabernacles where palm branches were extensively used *(Leviticus 23:39-40).*
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 Worshipping the living God - *Revelation 7:11-12.*
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The worship of God here identifies 7 things He receives from His subjects *[BLESSING, GLORY, WISDOM, THANKSGIVING, HONOUR, POWER and MIGHT].*

 _We should learn to praise God on earth as we prepare to do it in heaven._ 
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 Who are these? - *Revelation 7:13.*
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 This question on close analysis draws John's attention from the great multitude to the sealed 144 000.
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 Description of the sealed 144 000  - *Revelation 7:14-17.*
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 All saints in all ages have met persecution and the wrath of satan *(2 Timothy 3:12).* 
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 The 144 000 go an extra mile in meeting the last desperate kicks of satan. They go through the great time of trouble prophesied in scripture *(Daniel 12:1 & Jeremiah 30:5-7).*
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 *PRAYER*  
Our Father in Heaven, we ask for your seal today. Prepare us to meet the enemy's last temptations. Keep us safe in the hands of your Son. Inspire us with your Holy Spirit. Amen.
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