Revelation 8* 

 *BLOWING THE TRUMPETS* 

 _The 1st verse of chapter 8 relates to the opening of the 7th seal discussed in Chapter 6 and 7. The rest of the chapter relates to the opening of the 7 trumpets. Blowing the trumpet is equivalent to sending an alarm or warning for war *(Jeremiah 4:19).* The persecuted saints have been crying for vengeance and God throughout history has been answering these prayers. Jesus taught that God will avenge the oppression of saints *(Luke 18:7-8.)* At the altar of incense in the heavenly sanctuary an angel avenges for the saints by pouring fire on earth *(Revelation 8:5).* The 4 trumpets blowing in chapter 8 were fulfilled in the destruction of pagan Rome. Roman emperors like Nero and Diocletian were fierce persecutors of innocent defenseless Christians. Early Protestant Bible commentators offer a more reliable interpretation of these prophecies *(we should seek the views of pioneers - Jude 1:3-4.)*_ 

1️⃣ Opening of the 7th Seal- Half-hour silence in heaven -  *Revelation 8:1 *

✔️ The events described in Revelation 8:1 is actually a continuation of the narrative of the 2nd Coming of Christ started in 6:14 *(opening the seals).* 

✔️ The silence in heaven is consistent with Jesus's words that He will come in the glory of Angels and the Father *(Luke 9:26).* 

✔️ A day in prophecy is a year *(Ezekiel 4:6)* by deduction half-hour is equivalent to 7 days. The saints will take 7 days on the journey to heaven *(see Early Writings page 16.)*

2️⃣ Introducing the 7 trumpets - *Revelation 8:2-6.*

✔️ The blowing of the trumpets is co-ordinated by the angel offering incense at the altar. The burning of incense at the altar in the sanctuary was associated with seasons of prayer *(Exodus 30:7-8 &  Luke 1:10).*

3️⃣ Blowing the 1st Trumpet- Hail, fire and blood on the wicked - *Revelation 8:7.*

✔️ Advent pioneers saw the fulfillment of the prophecy in Alaric the Visigoth leader who ransacked Rome in 410 AD.

4️⃣ Blowing the 2nd Trumpet- Burning mountain cast into the sea - *Revelation 8:8-9.*

✔️ The prophecy met spectacular fulfillment in the plunder of Rome from 420-455 AD by Vandals under the leadership of Genseric.

5️⃣ Blowing the 3rd Trumpet- Star wormwood falls from heaven  - *Revelation 8:10-11.*

✔️ Attila the proud leader of the Huns fulfilled the prophecy with his plunder of Roman cities from 434-453 AD.

6️⃣ Blowing the 4th Trumpet- The sun, moon and stars are darkened - *Revelation 8:12.*

✔️ Odoacer the Barbarian leader became King of Italy in 476 AD. The Western Roman Empire broke into the 10 horns or nations prophesied by *Daniel 7:7.* 

✔️ The sun refers to the Roman emperor, the moon consuls and stars senators who lost power.

7️⃣ Warning of pending further destruction- *Revelation 8:13.*

✔️ The chapter closes with a warning about the destructive effect of the last 3 trumpets.

🔊 When God's warnings are sent to us, may we take heed.

🛐 *PRAYER* 

Our Father in Heaven, we thank you for taking time to avenge the oppression of your saints. Give us eyes that see your wonderful love even in the punishment of ruthless leaders. We pray in the name of Jesus. Amen.

E. G. White – Revelation 8:

Chapter 8
3, 4 (Isaiah 1:18; Hebrews 9:13, 14; see EGW on Romans 8:26, 34; Hebrews 7:25). Prayers Made Fragrant by Christ’s Merit—As the high priest sprinkled the warm blood upon the mercy seat while the fragrant cloud of incense ascended before God, so, while we confess our sins and plead the efficacy of Christ’s atoning blood, our prayers are to ascend to heaven, fragrant with the merits of our Saviour’s character. Notwithstanding our unworthiness, we are to remember that there is One who can take away sin, and who is willing and anxious to save the sinner. With His own blood He paid the penalty for all wrongdoers. Every sin acknowledged before God with a contrite heart, He will remove [Isaiah 1:18; Hebrews 9:13, 14 quoted] (The Review and Herald, September 29, 1896). {7BC 970.14}
(Ch. 5:8; Psalm 141:2; John 1:29; Ephesians 5:2.) Incense Represents Blood of Atonement—[Revelation 8:3, 4 quoted.] Let the families, the individual Christians, and the churches bear in mind that they are closely allied to heaven. The Lord has a special interest in His church militant here below. The angels who offer the smoke of the fragrant incense are for the praying saints. Then let the evening prayers in every family rise steadily to heaven in the cool sunset hour, speaking before God in our behalf of the merits of the blood of a crucified and risen Saviour. {7BC 971.1}
That blood alone is efficacious. It alone can make propitiation for our sins. It is the blood of the only-begotten Son of God that is of value for us that we may draw nigh unto God, His blood alone that taketh “away the sin of the world.” Morning and evening the heavenly universe behold every household that prays, and the angel with the incense, representing the blood of the atonement, finds access to God (Manuscript 15, 1897). {7BC 971.2}
