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 *Revelation 9* 

 *TWO WOE TRUMPET BLASTS* 

 _Revelation 9 presents two of the 3 blasts we were warned were coming to the earth. The blasts are the retributive judgments of God on the people rejecting God and persecuting genuine defenceless saints. The devil initially used pagan Rome for his dirty job - they received the first 4 trumpets in Revelation 8. The devil from 538AD began to use Papal Rome to persecute saints. The woe trumpets are God's vengeance on the devil's arsenal. Islam has been a thorn on the side of apostate Christianity. Protestants were able to thrive for often Catholic forces (crusaders) who were diverted to pursue invading Islamic forces. This drama is presented in the blast of the last trumpets. The interpretation of the trumpets used here is consistent with *The Great Controversy* (original book - not some work of scholars) *page 334.*_

1️⃣ Blowing the 5th Trumpet - Fallen star goes to the bottomless pit-  *Revelation 9:1-12.*

✔️ Muhammad started his movement in the desert of Arabia here symbolised by the bottomless pit *(9:1)*. 

✔️The ruthless religion obscured some key doctrines of Christ e.g. forgiveness *(Matthew 6:14-15)* hence smoke and darkness *(9:2).* 

✔️The armies that invaded Europe were numerous and are here compared to locusts *(9:3).* 

✔️They were noted for their respect of Sabbath keeping Christians here compared to green vegetation and the seal of God *(9:4).*

✔️ Their turbans are typical of women head coverings *(9:8).*

✔️Their tenacity in battle is comparable to indomitable lions *(9:8).* 

✔️God did not give them complete victory hence torment of a scorpion *(9:10).*

✔️The 5 months *(9:10)*  or 150 days are equal to 150 years *(a day for a year in Ezekiel 4:6, Num. 14, 34).*  

✔️For 150 years from 27 July 1299 to 27 July 1449 the Byzantine Empire were tormented by the Ottoman Empire.

2️⃣ Blowing the 6th Trumpet- Year, Month, Day, Hour prophecy  - *Revelation 9:13-19.*

✔️Revelation 9:15 contains the most exact and explicit time prophecy in all Scripture which blind scholars cannot be expected to see *(Matthew 15:14).* 

✔️The Ottoman Empire was broken after 391 years and 15 days a period which confirmed the authenticity of William Miller's interpretation of Daniel 8:14. 

✔️The prophecy when thoroughly understood and expertly taught explains why the Advent movement of 1844 won the respect of logical people. 

 _*️⃣ “Allowing the first period, 150 years, to have been exactly fulfilled before Deacozes ascended the throne by permission of the Turks, and that the 391 years, fifteen days, commenced at the close of the first period, it will end on the 11th of August, 1840, when the Ottoman power in Constantinople may be expected to be broken. And this, I believe, will be found to be the case.”_ *Josiah Litch, in Signs of the Times, and Expositor of Prophecy, August 1, 1840. – {GC 334.4}.* 

3️⃣ Double call to for repentance - *Revelation 9:20-21.*

 ✔️God is the creator and giver of life *(Ecclesiastes 12:1).* 

✔️When God destroys life or allows other forces to do it, He is doing a strange act *(Isaiah 28:21).* 

✔️God sounded trumpets as a stern warning to sinners to repent.

✔️Repentance is changing our lives so that we worship the True Living God on His Sabbath. 

✔️True worship of God is defined by the first 4 commandments on the Decalogue *(Exodus 20:1-11  & Revelation 9:20).*

✔️True worship impacts on our relationship with our neighbours as determined by the commandments on the second stone of the Decalogue *(Exodus 20:12-17  & Revelation 9:21).*

🛐 *PRAYER*

Our Father in Heaven, we thank you for taking time to avenge the oppression of your saints. Give us eyes that see your wonderful punishment of ruthless leaders. Give us the gift of repentance so we stop breaking your commandments. We pray in the name of Jesus. Amen.
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